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FOREWORD 

The Zanzibar Examinations Council has prepared the Item Response Analysis Report for the  
2023 Form T hree Entrance Examination in Ge ogra phy Subject. This report has been 
prepared in order to provide feedback to stude nts, teachers, parents, policy maker,  
curriculum developers and other educational stakeholders about the performa nce of the  
candidates in this subject. 

Essentially, The Form Three Entrance Examination is the evaluation which intends to measure  
to what the extent the candidates have learnt in their two years of Ordinary Secondary 
Education. Through examination results, the candidates receive a grade that indicates their  
level of performa nce which helps to make decisions whether they may continue to another  
level of education or not. 

The analysis presented in this report is intended to contribute towards the 
understanding of possible reasons behind the candidates’ responses in Ge ogra phy subject.  
The report s hows some of the reasons that made the candidates whether they perform well or 
bad. The possible factors that include ability of identifying the task of the questions, skills for  
responding to the question and adequate knowledge of the concept related to the topics. 

The factors that may give the evidence to the candidates have perform ba dly like in abil ity  
to ide ntify the task of the questions, lack of s kills for responding to the question, inadequate  
knowledge of the concept related to the topics. Furthermore the candidates observed in poor  
mastery of English language which hindering them from expressing themselves properly  
especially in questions of section C. 

The detailed a nalysis dis plays that, samples from the candidates’ scripts to s how good and 
poor responses has been inserted. Finally, various figures with three different colours  
which reveals how individual question was performed have been attached. 

Hence, the feedback and recommendations provided in this report will enable various  
stakeholders to take appropriate  measure to enhance the performance of the future 
candidates in Ge ogra phy subject through the National Exa minations prepared in 
Zanzibar. 

Finally, Zanzibar Examinations Council would like to express sincere appreciation to the 
Examination officers and all who participated in the completion of this report. 

                                                    Dr. RASHID A. MUKKI 

 

DIRECTOR 

ZANZIBAR EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL 

ZANZIBAR 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report on Ge ogra phy subject is based on the analysis of the performa nce of the  
candidates who sat for the Form Three Entrance Examination in 2023.  This paper covered the  
2010 Syllabus in Tanzania and adhered to 2015 Zanzibar Form Two Examination Format  
of Zanzibar Examinations Council. 

The examination paper consisted of three sections A, B and C.  The candidates were required to 
answer all questions in section A and B. Section A comprised question 1, 2,  3, 4 and 5 which 
carried 10 marks each. The total marks for section A was fifty (50) marks. Section B had two (2) 
questions; question 6 and 7, each question carried 10 marks. 

The total marks for section B was twenty (20) marks. Section C comprised question numb er 8,  
9, 10, 11 and 12. They were long (essay) questions, the candidates were required to select any  
three questions. Each question carried ten (10) marks. T he total marks of section C was  
thirty (30). 

 

2.0 SAMPLED CANDIDATES 

The numbers of candidates who have been analyzed were 4,044 equal to 17. 34% to all  
candidates (23,316) who sat for this paper. In this analysis, the candidates’ scores for each 
question are interpreted as follows: from 00 to 29 percent is considered as poor, average if the 
scores range from 30 to 64 percent and good if the candidates’ score from 65 to 100 percent. 

These performance are shown by using different coloured figure, table and appendix. The 
colour presented are green colour means good performance, yellow colour means  average 
performance and red colour means for poor performance. 

 

3.0 ANALYSIS OF THE CANDIDATES’ PERFORMANCE PER QUESTION 

This section ide ntifies the questions set for candidates in  sections A, B and C. Als o it 
identifies the percentage of candidates who attempted the ques tions with those who got poor, 
average and good marks. Finally, the extracts of poor and good responses have been 
inserted. 

3.1 SECTION A: PHYSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL GEOGRAPHY 

There were five (5) compuls ory questions. Each question carried ten (10) marks, thus  
making a total of fifty (50) marks. For convenie nce analysis of each section the following 
performance range have been used. Candidate who scored from 0 to 
2.5marks is considered as poor, from 3 to 6 marks is considered average and from 6.5 to 10 
marks is considered as good performance. 

3.1.1  Question 1: Multiple Choice Items 

This quest ion had te n (10)  ite ms. T hey derive d from various topics of  physical a nd practical  
geography such as Branches of geography, Major features of continents, 
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Solar syste m, Map work, and Weather and climate.The following analysis shows detailed  
information of each item in question 1. 

In item (i), the candidate was required to identify the name of first person who use the word 
geography from the following given alternatives. A: Erastotor , B: Eratosthenes, C : 
Geographer and D: Newton. 

In item (ii), the candidate was required to show the reason of people living in Jambiani and Kojani  
see the s un earlier than Forodhani  and Mkoa ni from given alternatives A: People in  
Jambiani sleep longer, B: Earth rotates from East to West, C: The earth rotates from West to  
East and D: There is no forest in Jambiani and Kojani. 

In item (iii), the candidate was required tochoose a line which indicates areas 
experiencing the same amount of rainfall among the fo llowing given alternatives. A: Isobars, 
B: Isohyets, C: Isohytand D: Isotherm. 

In ite m (iv), the candidateneeded to recognise the name of instrume ntfound in the white  
wooden box mounted on four legs which seen at Abeid Amani Karume International  
Airpor tfrom the fol lowing alternatives A: Ma ximum a nd minimum thermometers, B: Rain 
gauge and barometer, C: windsock and anemometer and D: wind vane and evaporimeter. 

In ite m (v), the candidate was required  to  me ntion  heave nly  body provides energy for drying 
cloves and clothes during a day time by most people of Zanzibar from the given following  
alternatives A: The Earth, B: Meteor, C: The Moon and D: The Sun. 

In item (vi), the candidate was required to identify branch of Geography was taught by 
Mr.Mmaru. He taught his students about the types and importance of volca nic  
mountainsfrom given alternatives A: E nvironmental, B: Human and economic, C:  
Physicaland D: Practical. 

In ite m (vii), the candidate needed to s how the bearing of Mr.Masumbuko from water tank 
of village (ESE) from given alternatives. A: 0225˚,B: 112.5˚, C: 202.5˚ and D: 292.5˚. 

In item (viii ), the candidate was required to ide ntify type of rainfall occurs whe n warm 
moist wind from the ocean is forced to rise up by mountain from the following given 
alternatives. A: Convectional rainfall, B: Cyclonic rainfall, C: Frontal rainfall and D: Orographic 
rainfall. 

In ite m (ix), the candidate was re quired to ide ntify method that could be  used by Beru and 
Kibomba to calculate area of Bondeni plantation from the foll owing given alternatives. A: 
Composite method, B: Cotton thread, C: Folded paper and D: Pair of divider. 

In item (x), the candidate was required to prove on the statement said that“Ferdinand Magellan  
from 1519 to 1522 tra velled f rom a certain  point on the Earth  surface by going straight but 
eventually came back to the straight but eventually come back to the  starting point”  from the 
following given alternatives. A: Movement of the earth, B: Rotation of the earth, C: Sphericity 
of the earth and D: The size of the earth. 
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Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Remembering and 
Understanding on the topics of physical and mathematical geography. 

The question has been done by 4,036 equal to 99.80 percent and 8 candidates equal to 0.20 
were not at tempt the question. Table 1a below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

Table 1a: Candidates’ Performance in Question 1 

 

PERFORM ANCE ANALYSIS    

POO

R 

AVERAGE GOO

D 
 GENERAL  

 PERFORMANC

E  0 – 
2.5 

3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMB
ER 

% NUMB
ER 

% NUMB
ER 

% NUMBE
R 

% 

1,218 30.1

8 

2357 58.4

0 

461 11.4

2 

2,818 69.82 

The data of table 1a showed that a high percentage of performance is 58.40, which is in the 
average level that led to a good general performance of 69.82 percent. 

Similarly, 461 candidates equal to 11.42 percent  have ac hieved  good res ults. T he 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of what was asked of the m as seen in 
extract 1.1. 

 

Extract 1.1: Good Extract 

 

Extract 1.1 consists of sample from the script of candidate who provided good answers. 
Such responses indicate that the candidate had good knowledge on subject matter and 
understood well the requirements of the question. 

On other hand 1,218 candidates equal to 30.18 percent have received poor results. The 
candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was asked for them as shown in 
extract 1.2. 
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Extract 1.2: Poor Extract 

 

Extract 1.2 consists of sample from the script of candidate who provided incorrect responses . 
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3.1.2  Question 2: Matching Items 

The candidate was required to match ten  (10) items  in list A with correct response in l ist B by 
writ ing a letter of correct response in a space provided. The candidate wassupposed to 
matchfrom number two (ii) to eleven (xi) in list A with correct response in lis t B, where  
by number one (i) used as an exa mple. List A containe d map of Afr ica showing location of  
water bodies while list B names of water bodies. 

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s rememberingon the topics of  
Major features of the earth’s surface. 

The question was attempted by 4,022 equal to 99.45 percent and 22 candidates equal to 
0.55 were not attempt the question. Table 1b below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

Table 1b: Candidates’ Performance in Question 2 
 

PERFORM ANCE ANALYSIS    

POO

R 

AVERAGE GOO

D 
 GENERAL  

 PERFORMANC
E  0 – 

2.5 

3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMB
ER 

% NUMB
ER 

% NUMB
ER 

% NUMBE
R 

% 

3,174 78.9

1 

627 15.5

9 

221 5.49 848 21.08 

The data of table 1b showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 78.91, which is 
poor that led general performance of 21.08 percent.The candidates seem to have ins ufficient  
knowledge of what was asked of them. 

Furthermore, 221 candidates equal to 5.49 percentages have achieved good results. The  
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topic. They were able to match water  
bodies in list A with their corresponding names in list B as it shown in extract 2.1. 
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Extract 2.1: Good Extract 
 

Extract 2.1 shows a sample of response from the script of a candidate who had good 
performance. This  candidate ma naged  well  to  match  the ite ms in list  A with corresponding 
responses in the list B. 

On other hand, 3,174 candidates equal to 78.91 percent have received poor results. The 
candidates seem to ha ve inade quate knowledge of what was asked of them as seen in extract 
2.2 



7  

Extract 2.2: Poor Extract 
 

Extract 2.2shows a sample of response from the script of a candidate who had poor  
performance. The candidate failed to match the concepts in list A to their descriptions as indicated 
in list B. 

3.1.3  Question 3: True and False Items 

This quest ion had te n (10)  ite ms. T hey derive d from various topics of  physical a nd practical  
geography suc h as branc hes of geography, major features of continents, moveme nt of the  
earth, components of a map, climate, element of weather, and parallel and meridian. 

The question required the candidates to write T (True) for a correct and F (False) for an 
incorrect from the following given statements. 

i. Practical Geography is the study of natural features of the Earth’s surface. 

ii. Asia is the largest continent in the world. 

iii. Equinoxes means equal length of day and night. 

iv. Grid squares method is used to calculate area of regular shaped figure on a map. 

v. Thunderstorms are commonly in equatorial climate. 

vi . Isobars are lines drawn on a map to show precipitation 

vii . Deforestation, mining and casual burning are causes of environment 
degradation. 

viii . The mountain Kilimanjaro is formed by volcanic eruption. 

ix. Both hygrometer and thermometer are element of weather. 

x. Equator divides the earth into two hemispheres. 

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Remembering and 
Understanding on the topics of physical and practical geography. 

The question was attempted by 4,036 equal to 99.80 percent and 8 candidates equal to 
0.20 were not attempt the question. Table 1c below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 
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Table 1c: Candidates’ Performance in Question 3 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS    

POOR AVERAGE GOOD  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

219 5.42 1,877 46.51 1,940 48.07 3,817 94.57 

The data of table 1c showed that a high percentage of performance is 48.07, which is good that  
led to a good general performance of 94.57 percent. 

Moreover, 1,940 candidates equal to 48.07 percentages have achieved good results. The 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 3.1. 

Extract 3.1: Good Extract 
 

Extract 3.1 shows a sample of response from the script of a candidate who had good 
performance. This candidate seemed to have a wide knowledge on different topics of physical 
and practical geography. 

On other hand, 219 candidates equal to 5.42 percent have received poor results. The candidates  
seem to have inadequate knowledge of what was asked for them as seen in extract 3.2 

 

Extract 3.2: Poor Extract 
 

Extract 3.2 shows a sample of response from the script of a candidate who had poor 
performance. The candidate failed to indicate T for TRUE and F for FALSE statement. He used 
letters A, B, C and D instead of T if the statement is true and F if the statement is false as 
instructed. 

3.1.4  Question 4: The solar system 

The question is divided into three (3) parts, a, b, and c. The candidates were required to a ns wer  
all questions. In part (a), the candidates re quired to describe a nd dra w Great cycles. In part  
(b) to mention characteristics of the Great cycles. In part (c) to give reasons to ships and air  
crafts use Great circles. 



9  

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Remembering and 
Understanding on the topic of parallels and meridians. 

The question was attempte d by 3,617 equal to 89.44 percent and 427 candidates equal to 
10.56 were not attempt the question. Table 1d below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

 

Table 1d: Candidates’ Performance in Question 4 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS    

POOR AVERAGE GOOD  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

3,300 91.24 219 6.05 98 2.71 317 8.76 

 
The data of Table 1d showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 91.24 which are 
poor that led general performance of 8.76 percent. 

Likewise, 98 candidates equal to 2.71 percentages have achieved good results. The  candidates  
seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 4.1. 
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Extract 4.1: Good Extract 
 

Extract 4.1 shows a sample of response from the script of a candidate who had good 
performance. This candidate see med to have  a wide knowle dge  on topic  of  Great cycle  and 
understand de mand of each part of question. Also, skill full enough on dra wing diagra m of  
Great cycle. 

On other hand, 3,300 candidates equal to 91.24 percent have received poor results. The 
candidates seem to have inadequate knowledge of what was asked for them as seen in extract 
4.2. 
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Extract 4.2: Poor Extract 
 

Extract 4.2 consist sample from the script of a candidate who provide d incorrect response.  
He/she was asked question about Great circle but his/her answer rela y on agriculture and map 
reading. 

3.1.5  Question 5: Weather and climate 

The question is divided into three (3) parts, a, b, and c. The candidates were required to study 
weather statistical data for station B then answer all questions. In part (a), the  candidates  
required to calculate annual mean temperature of the station. In part 
(b) the candidates required to identify (i)  The hottest and (ii) The coldest months. In part (c) the  
candidates require d to use evidence from the given data and suggest type of climate at  
station B. 

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Understanding and Applying  
on the topic of weather and climate. 

The question was attempte d by 3,757 equal to 92.90 percent and 287 candidates equal to  
7.10 were not attempt the question. Table 1e below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 
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Table 1e: Candidates’ Performance in Question 5 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS    

POOR AVERAGE GOOD  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

3,033 80.73 596 15.86 128 3.41 724 19.27 

The data of Table 1e showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 80.73 which are 
poor that led general performance of 19.27 percent. 

Like wise, 128 candidates equal to 3.41 percenta ges have achieved good resul ts. The 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 5.1. 

 
Extract 5.1: Good Extract 
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Extract 5.1 shows a sample of response from the script of a candidate who had good 
performance. This candidate seemed to have  a wide knowledge on topic of weather and 
climate, also understand demand of each part of question as seen below. 

i) The candidate was capable to follow all procedures of finding mean in 
individual data. 

ii) Clear interpretation of statistical data on type of climate at station B. 

On other hand, 3033 candidate equal to 80.73 percent ha ve received poor  results. T he 
candidate seem to have ina dequate knowle dge of what was asked for the m as seen in extract 
5.2 

 

Extract 5.2: Poor Extract 
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Extract 5.2 consist sample from the script of a candidate who provided incorrect response.  
For example in item (a) the candidate was unable to calculate annual mean of the  
temperature by taking the value of the first six months instead of taking twelve months. 

 

Als o, in i tem  (c) the candidate failed  even to identify  hottest  and c oldest  months from the  
give n statistical data. The candidate wrote the hottest moths were June and July; the coldest  
moths were January and December while the correct answer is vice versa. 

3.2 SECTION B: MAP WORK 

There were two (2) compulsory questions in this section. Each question carries 10 marks, 
thus making a total of 20 marks. For convenience analysis of each section the following  
performance range have been use d. Candidate who sc ored from  0 to 2.5 marks are considered 
as poor, from 3 to 6 marks are considered average and from 6.5 to 10 marks are considere d as 
good performance. 

3.2.1  Question 6: Map Reading and Interpretation 

The question asked the candidates to study the sketch map and then answer the 
questions from part (a) to (c). Part (a) the candidate was required to calculate distance  covered 
by railway line. In part (b) candidate was required to identify types of trans por t depicted on a 
given topographical map 

In part (c) the candidate required to identify features found on the following location South East 
of the map ii) Grid reference 045545 and iii) Grid reference 06153. 

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Understanding and Applying 
on the topic of map work. 

The quest ion was attempte d by 3,941 equal to 97. 45 percent and 103 candidates equal to 
2.55 were not attempt the question. Table 2a below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

Table 2a: Candidates’ Performance in Question 6 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

2,251 57.12 1,397 35.45 293 7.43 1,690 42.88 

The data of Table 2a showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 57.12 which are 
poor but led general performance of 42.88 percent which is average. 

Similarly, 293 candidates equal to 7.43 percentages have achieved good results. The 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 6.1. 
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Extract 6.1: Good Extract 
 



16  

 
 

Extract 6.1 above shows that, a candidate who performed well. This candidate had adequate  
knowledge and skills on map work so that could be able to respond on all parts in this question.  
Although part 6a) was difficult question than all items since it involve a pplication of  
mathematical calculation. 

On other hand, 2,251 candidates equal to 57.11 percent have received poor results. The 
candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was asked for them as shown in 
extract 6.2. 



17  

Extract 6.2: Poor Extract 
 

Extract 6.2 shows a sample of a response from a candidate who provided poor response. 
This candidate had little knowledge on the topics of map work. For example in item 6b 
the candidate wrote means of transport instead oftypes of transport depicted on the map. 

3.2.2  Question 7: Map work 

The question is divided into three (3) parts a, b, and c.  The candidate was required to answer all  
questions. In part (a), define position in map work.Part (b), to mention ways that used to show  
position of items on a map and part (c) outline uses of map in a daily life. 

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Remembering and 
Understanding on the topic of map work. 

The question was attempted by 4,042 equal to 99.95 percent and 2 candidates equal to 
0.05 were not attempt the question. Table 2b below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 
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Table 2b: Candidates’ Performance in Question 7 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

2,332 57.69 933 23.09 777 19.22 1,710 42.31 

The data of table 2b showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 57.69 which is  
poor but led general performance of 42.31 percent which is average. 

In addition to that, 777 candidates equal to 19.22 percentages have achieved good results. T he 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 7.1. 

 

Extract 7.1: Good Extract 
 

 
Extract 7.1 above shows sample of a candidate with good performance. This candidate 
had full knowledge and skills on map work especially on position of map work and uses of 
map in a daily life. 

On other hand, 2,332 candidates equal to 57.69 percent have received poor results. The 
candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was as ked for them as seen in extract 
7.2. 
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Extract .2: Poor Extract 
 

 
Extract 7.2 s hows exa mple of candidate’s response with poor performance.  This candidate  
had li ttle knowledge on the topics of map work. For e xample in ite m 6a the candidate was  
tried to define ma p instead of map work. Also in ite m 6b wrote components of map instea d 
of ways used to show position on a map. 

3.3 SECTION C: HUMAN AND ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 

In this section, there were five questions. T he candidates were required to choose any three  
(3) questions; each carried ten (10) marks, thus marking total of thirty (30) marks. For  
convenience of analysis of each question, the following performa nce ranges have been 
used. Candidate scores from 0 to 2.5 marks is considered as poor, from  3 to 5.5 marks is  
considered as an average and from 6 to 10 marks is considered as good performance. 

 

3.3.1  Question 8: Sustainable mining 

The question was derive d from the topic of production of natural gas in Tanzania. The  
candidate required to analyze reasons which led delaying of gas exploitation at Songosongo 
in Tanzania. 

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Analysis on the topic of 
sustainable mining. 
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The question was attempte d by 860 equal to 21.27 percent and 3,184 candidates equal to 
78.73 were not a ttempt the question. Table 3a below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

Table 3a: Candidates’ Performance in Question 8 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS    

POOR AVERAGE GOOD  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

681 79.19 90 10.46 89 10.35 179 20.81 

The data of table 3a showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 79.18 which are 
poor that led general performance of 20.81 percent. 

Furthermore, 89 candidates equal to 10.35 percentages have ac hieved good results. The 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 8.1. 
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Extract 8.1: Good Extract 
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Extract 8.1 shows a sample of candidate who scored high marks. The candidate had meet 
demand of the question due to; 

i) The candidate able to provide good introduction of question. 

ii) Capable to identify and analyze reasons led to delaying of gas exploitation at 
Songosongo in Tanzania. 

iii) Manage to write conclusion with suggest ion to government. 

On other ha nd, 681 candidates equal to 79.19 percent have received poor results. The 
candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was asked for them as seen in extract 
8.2. 
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Extract 8.2: Poor Extract 
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Extract 8.2 shows a sample of candidate who scored poorly. The candidates has been able to  
follow the rules for writing essay questions but could not get a mark because he wrote types  
and causes of pollution instead of reasons which led delaying of gas exploitation at 
Songosongo in Tanzania. 

3.3.2  Question 9: Transport 

The question was derive d from the topic of problems facing the transport in East Africa. 
The candidate required to discuss limiting factors that hinder the development of air trans por t in  
East Africa. 

Generally the question aime d at assessing the candidate’s E valuation on the topic of 
transport. 

The question was attempted by 2,827 equal to 69.91 percent and 1,217 candidates equal to 
30.09 were not attempt the question.  Table 3b below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

 

Table 3b: Candidates’ Performance in Question 9 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS    

POOR AVERAGE GOOD  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

2,304 81.50 304 10.76 219 7.74 523 18.50 

 
The data of table 3b showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 81.50 which are 
poor that led general performance of 18.50 percent. 

Additionally, 219 candidates equal to 7.74 percentages have achieved good results. The 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 9.1. 
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Extract 9.1: Good Extract 
 

 
Extract 9.1 shows a sample of candidate who scored high marks. The candidate has sufficient 
understanding of the question due to; 
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i) The candidate has been able to answer the quest ion by using the essay writing 
procedures. 

ii) Capable to identify and discuss limiting factors that hinder the 
development of air transport in East Africa. 

iii) Manage to write conclusion with suggestion to government and his fellow 
candidates. 

On other hand, majority of candidates 2,304 e qual to 81.50 percent have scored poor 
results. The candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was asked for them  as 
seen in extract 9.2. 

 
Extract 9.2: Poor Extract 

 

Extract 9.2 s hows a sample of candidate who scored poorly.The candidates has been  a ble  
to fol low the rules for  writing essay  questions  but  could not get  a mark because he wrote  
proble ms of  air trans port instead of l im iting factors that hinder the development  of air  
transport in East Africa. 

3.3.3  Question 10: Human activities 

The question was derived from the topic of human activities. The candidate required to 
describe environmental problems associated with human activi ties. 
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Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate E valuation le vel on the topic 
human activities. 

The question was attempted by 2,939 equal to 72.68 percent and 1,105 candidates equal to 
27.32 were not attempt the question.  Table 3c below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

Table 3c: Candidates’ Performance in Question 10 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  POOR AVERAGE GOOD 

0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

1,980 67.37 474 16.13 485 16.50 959 32.63 

The data of table 3c showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 67.37 which are 
poor but led general performance of 32.63 percent which is average. 

In addition to that, 485 candidates equal to 16.50 percentages have achieved good results. T he 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 10.1. 
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Extract 10.1: Good Extract 
 

Extract 10.1 shows a sample of candidate who scored high marks. The candidate has sufficient 
understanding of the question due to; 

i) The candidate has been able to answer the quest ion by using the essay writing 
procedures. 
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ii) Able to describe environmental problems associated with the human activities. 

iii) Manage to write conclusion with suggestion to the community. 

On other hand, majority of candidates 1,980 e qual to 67.37 percent have scored poor 
results. The candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was asked for them as 
shown in extract 10.2. 

 
Extract 10.2: Poor Extract 

 

Extract 10.2 shows a sample of candidate who scored poor ly. The candidates has been a ble  
to follow the rules for wri ting essay questions but could not get a mark because he wrote  
importance of small scale agriculture instead of means to improve small scale agriculture. 

3.3.4  Question 11: Agriculture 

The question was derived from the topic of ways of improving small scale agriculture. The 
question required candidate to educate Mpeso grandfather ways of improving 
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his farming system whose once complain his neighbor and relatives were the source of poor 
production. 

Generally the question  aime d at assessing the candidate’s Creativeon the topic of  
agriculture. 

The question was attempted by 1,859 equal to 45.97 percent and 2,185 candidates equal to  
54.03 were not attempt the question.  Table 3d below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

Table 3d: Candidates’ Performance in Question 11 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS    

POOR AVERAGE GOOD  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

1,322 71.11 358 19.27 179 9.62 537 28.89 

The data of figure 12 showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 71.11 which are 
poor that led general performance of 28.89 percent. 

Moreover, 179 candidates equal to 9.62 percentages have achieved good results. The 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 11.1. 
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Extract 11.1: Good Extract 
 

 

Extract 11.1 shows a sample of candidate who scored high marks.  The candidate has sufficient  
understanding of the question due to; 

i) The candidate has been able to a ns wer the question by using the essay writing 
procedures. 

ii) Capable to educate Mpeso grandfather on improving his cultivation. 

On other hand, 1,322 candidates equal to 71.11 percent ha ve scored poor results. The 
candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was asked for them as seen in 
extract11.2. 
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Extract 11.2: Poor Extract 
 

Extract 11.2 shows a sample of candidate who scored poor ly. The candidates has been a ble  
to fol low the rules for  writing essay  questions  but  could not get  a mark because he wrote  
proble ms of  air trans port instead of l im iting factors that hinder the development  of air  
transport in East Africa. 

Extract 11.2 shows a sample of candidate who scored poorly. This candidate had no 
knowledge on the de mand of the question. The candidate has been a ble to follow the rules  
for writing essay questions but could not get a mark because he wrote factors to improve  
human activities instead of environmental problems associated with these activi ties. 

3.3.5  Question 12: Water management for economic development 

The question was derived from the topic of water pollution. The candidate required to 
comments on ways which water undergoes pollut ion in Africa. 

Generally the question aimed at assessing the candidate’s Evaluation on the topic of 
transport. 
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The question was attempted by 1,425 equal to 35.24 percent and 2,619 candidates equal to 
64.76 were not attempt the question.  Table 3e below illustrates performance analysis of this 
question. 

Table 3e: Candidates’ Performance in Question 12 
 

PERFOR MANCE ANALYSIS    

POOR AVERAGE GOOD  GENERAL  

 PERFORMANCE  0 – 2.5 3 - 6 6.5 - 10 

NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % NUMBER % 

1,224 85.89 108 7.58 93 6.53 201 14.11 

The data of table 3e showed that a high percentage of performance analysis is 85.89 which are 
poor that led general performance of 14.11 percent. 

Moreover, 93 candidates equal to 6.53 percentages ha ve achieved good results. The 
candidates seem to have a sufficient understanding of the topics as it shown in extract 12.1. 

 

Extract 12.1: Good Extract 
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Extract 12.1 shows a sample of candidate who scored high marks.  The candidate has sufficient  
understanding of the question due to; 

i) The candidate has been able to a ns wer the question by using the essay writing 
procedures. 

ii) Succeed to comments on ways which water undergoes pollution in Africa. 

iii) Manage to write conclusion by showing negative impact of water 
pollution. 

On other hand, 1,224 candidates equal to 85.89 percent ha ve scored poor results. The 
candidates seem to have insufficient knowledge of what was asked for them as seen in extract 
12.2. 
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Extract 12.2: Poor Extract 
 

 

Extract 12.2 shows a sample of candidate who scored poor ly. The candidates has been a ble  
to fol low the rules for wr iting  essay questions but  could  not  get a  mark because he wrote  
ways of removing pollutant from water instead of ways which water undergoes pollution. 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

The analysis of the candidates’ performa nce shows that there are two questions whic h 

were well performed, three questions have average performance and seven questions have  

poor performance. 

Generally, the quality of candidates’ responses was affected by the following factors; in ability  
to identify the demand of the questions, deficiency of skills for responding to the question and 

adequate knowledge of the concept related to the topics. Furthermore, the candidates  

observe d to have poor mastery of English langua ge which hindering them from expressing 

themselves properly especially in questions of section C. 

It is expected that the feedback provided in  this report will enable teachers, students and other  
stakeholders to ta ke appropr iate  measures to improve the teaching and learning of  

Geography subject in Zanzibar Secondary Schools 

 
5.0 RECOMENDANTIONS 

In order to improve the performance of the candidates, it is recommended that: 

a) Teachers are e mphasized to c over the entire topics of  Form One and Form Two in 

order to make sure that the examined candidates are knowledgeable in all  specified  

areas according to the syllabus. 

b)  Candidates should be e ncoura ged to use E nglish langua ge in their school  
environment in order to improve their language skills. 

c)  Candidate should be directed on how to identify the task requirement of the question  
so as to be aware of the responses they are required to provide. 

d)  Practical activities should be emphasized in different topics such as 
topographical map s o as to improve candidate’s skills of observing, writing, 

measurement, calculating and recoding. 

e) Study tour should be incorporated in teaching and learning so as to improve candidate 
capability of transfer and application of knowledge to their real life. 

f) The teachers should provide more classroom exercises to the candidates in order to 
be prepared them for National Examination 
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APPENDICES 

 
APPENDIX I 

SUMMA RY OF CANDIDATES’ PERFORM A NC E PER QUESTIO N AND TOPIC WISE IN 2023 
 
 

 
S/N: 

 
TOPIC 

QUESTION 

NUMBER 

PERCENTAGES OF 
CANDIDATES PER 

QUESTION 

 
REMARK 

 
1 

Branches of geography, Major features of 
continents , Solar system, Movement of the 

earth , Map worka ndW ea ther and clima te . 

 
3 

 
94.57 

 
Good 

 
2 

Bra nches  o f geogra phy, Ma jo r fea tu res  

o f conti nents , So la r s ys tem, Ma p w o rk, 

andWeather and climate. 

 
1 

 
69.82 

 
Good 

3 Map work 6 42.88 Average 

4 Map work 7 42.31 Average 

5 Human activities 10 32.63 Average 

6 Agriculture 11 28.89 Poor 

7 Major features of the earth’s surface 2 21.08 Poor 

8 Sustaina bl e mining 8 20.81 Poor 

9 Weather and climate 5 19.27 Poor 

10 Transport 9 18.5 Poor 

11 
Water mana gement for economi c devel- 

opment 
12 14.11 Poor 

12 Solar system 4 8.76 Poor 
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APPENDIX II 

SUMMA RY OF CANDIDATES’ PERFOR MA NC E PER QUESTION AND TOPIC WISE IN 

2022 
 

 
S/N: 

 
TOPIC 

QUESTION 

NUMBER 

PERCENTAGES OF 
CANDIDATES PER 

QUESTION 

 
REMARK 

 
1 

Solar syste m, Sustainabl e mining, climate , 
Major featu re s of the earth ’s surfa ce and 

map work, 

 
3 

 
90.11 

 
Good 

 
2 

Solar system, weather and clima te, Major 
features of the earth’s surface and map 

work, 

 
1 

 
76.24 

 
Good 

3 Map work 6 53.80 Average 

4 Map work 7 50.05 Average 

5 Major features of the earth’s surface 4 31.38 Average 

6 Solar system 5 29.90 Average 

7 Manufa ctu ri ng industry 9 26.02 Poor 

8 Sustaina bl e use of fores t resources 8 25.66 Poor 

9 Tourism 10 23.43 Poor 

10 Major features of the earth’s surface 2 19.60 Poor 

11 Agriculture 11 8.53 Poor 

12 
Water mana gement for economi c devel- 
opment 

12 8.23 Poor 

 


